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Dear colleagues,

On behalf of all the pediatric surgeons of Indore | wish to submit the following information to clear the
misconception created by Hindustan Times in the last few days:

—

This reputed National Newspaper published a very sensational story on Sunday on its front page alleging
the pediatric surgeons of Indore for converting normal female babies into male babies. Next day it
published the names of all pediatric surgeons in the city and blamed all of them for sex conversion. The
news reporter (who is from Indore) gave an imaginary figure of 200-300 aperations being performed by
each of the 7 pediatric surgeon per year (meaning thereby that nearly 1400-2100 surgeries are being
done per year !!11). She did not give any evidence or pmof'of any patient, hospital or any complaint by 3
patient’s relatives. Mu._:h to everyone’s surprise the story is continuing till date.

The news stunned all of us and we were aghast to read such a damaging and defamatory article. It
amounted to character assassination. An emergency meeting of IAPS Indore Chapter was convened and
it was decided to meet the Local Editor of HT. The President, Secretary and other senior members met
him and asked him to withdraw the story and apologize on the front page for the wrong news. We also
held a meeting with bca? health authorities and Indore Collector. '

The IAPS Indore Chapter held a press conference and informed the medla that the news was wtall'.r
wrong, baseless and imaginary. It was impossible to convert any normal female child into a normal male’
child. Such surgery is scientifically and technically impossible. None of the pediatric surgeon had ever
performed any such s'eg( change operation. The story published in HT was totally imaginary and like a
fiction. The Health Minister of Madhya Pradesh in his press interview at Bhopal also condemned the
media for such wrong _and incorrect story.

It is evident that the stary has created great furor in the medical community, Govt., media, Human
Rights Commission, Social activists and the public at large. The misinformation, wrong reporting,
defamatory news and sensationalisation created by media has to be condemned by all.

We, the f'ed iatric Sur'gcuns of indore are thankful to the members of IAPS for supporting us and showing
the solidarity. We thank our President and all members who raised their voice on various platforms of
print and TV media. - ;

For now, IAPS Indore Chapter has+iled a written complaint with the Press Council of India against the
newspaper. Also we have served a Legal Notice to Hindustan Times through our lawyer.

| apologize for a long mﬂj

8.R.Parekh l\“/fbﬂf’ﬂ?;j )
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